
Squaxin Island Tribe
V e t e r a n s 
M e m o r i a l



The Case for the Veterans Memorial
Native American warriors hold places of high honor within the Squaxin Island Tribe. 

Historically, they were the ones who protected the tribe from outside invasions that endangered the people and the 
land. When the United States government was established, Indian people readily served in the military . . .  even 
when they were not allowed United States citizenship!  In fact, between 1917 and 1918, over 10,000 American Indian 
people enlisted in the military to serve in World War I. Although this was the greatest number of enlisted people from 
any one non-Anglo culture, citizenship (with the right to vote) for Native Americans was not granted until 1924. 
Native Americans account for less than one percent of the total registered population of the United States, yet they 
provide more military members per capita than any other ethnic group and utilize veterans benefits less than any 
other group!

This memorial began with the inspiration of Bruce Johnson, beloved Squaxin Island tribal member, Vietnam veteran, 
and leader who passed away in 2001. Bruce connected with tribal leaders, veterans, youth, and elders and spoke out 
about the need for a memorial as a place to educate tribal members and the public about the tremendous sacrifice of 
our warriors.

Today, men and women Native American warriors are the protectors and preservers of the people and land with 
an important and ongoing role in the life of the tribe. Their presence within the community as tribal heroes is 
priceless.  Squaxin veterans are fiercely proud of their service. And the Squaxin community is equally proud of their 
sons and daughters, fathers and mothers who have served and continue to serve in today’s conflicts and to keep the 
peace at home.  

opening November 7, 2007 . . .  
Native American Veterans Day!

Our Protection in Rough Seas
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This petroglyph design comes 
from the “Love Rock.” Moved 
from Harstine Island in the 1970s, 
we hope to bring it home and 
make it a centerpiece of our 
Veterans Memorial.

Dear Friend of the Squaxin Island Tribe,

For over a century, Native Americans have served in the United States Armed 
Forces at a higher ratio than any other ethnic group.  We believe now is the 
time to recognize and honor their service and personal sacrifice, and we ask 
that you support us in this cause.

Since October 2004, the Squaxin Island Tribe’s Veterans Committee has 
been working with the Squaxin Museum Library and Research Center, 
a 501(c)(3) organization, on a memorial to honor its veterans and 
strengthen the community.  By honoring those who have served, 
we also hope to instill in our children, grandchildren, and future 
generations, the virtues of service, honor, and patriotism.

With your generous support, it is our goal to dedicate the memorial on 
Native American Veterans Day, Wednesday, November 7, 2007.

As a longtime friend and supporter of the Squaxin Island people--the 
People of the Water-- please join our tribal members, community members, 
veterans, leaders, families, and friends in honoring our warriors and support 
us with your tax deductible donations. Community members, tribal 
employees, and staff have already raised nearly $180,000 through personal 
donations and by sponsoring a variety of local fundraising events.  The total 
project will cost $530,000. Your in-kind or cash donation will be recognized 
according to our established giving levels.  Thank you for your support!
  
   - Glen Parker, Chairman 



Master Plan
 

tubSede? ?e tiiA sRaXsed
Warriors of Squaxin

The Squaxin Veterans Memorial Committee spent several years determining ways to make the memorial most 
meaningful.  Shaman Architects assisted the committee with the pre-design and Nakano Architects helped finalize the 
plan. World-renowned tribal artist Andrea Wilbur-Sigo provided design assistance and was commissioned to carve the 
house post portal.  Natural, artistic, spiritual, and cultural elements are present within the large impressions and small 
design details.  

• Paddles.  There will be bronze paddles representing Squaxin warriors clustered in pools of water.    
 These veterans are recognized and loved as individuals and as a whole.  

• Water.  Seven pools represent the seven waterways where Squaxin Island people have lived since time
 immemorial. Water is the lifeblood of the Squaxin people.  

• Portal.  House posts and a canoe connect to form a portal leading to the inner “island” of the memorial, 
 offering welcome and inviting engagement. 

• Treaty Tree.  A Medicine Creek Treaty Tree grandbaby lives within the memorial as it lives within all of us, 
 reminding us to never forget the past, be mindful of the present, and be optimistic about the future.  

• Warrior Plants. Native plants used by warriors for medicine, food, and tools grow within the memorial,  
 their uses to be discovered and celebrated.
 

Our Safeguard Against the Storms



• Flag Pavilion. The new Squaxin Island flag will be flown proudly, 
 along with the flags of MIA/POW, Washington, and the United States.

• Lighting. The lighting guides visitors, reveals treasures, and respects  
 the environment by being “just enough.”  

• Bi-Lingual Signage. The Lushootseed language, at the heart of 
 the culture, deepens the meaning of the English words. 

• Wheelchair Accessible Walkways. Winding through the  
 site, visitors have access to a multitude of wonders within the memorial.  

• Acknowlegements. We honor those who helped us design and  
 develop the memorial in several places throughout the site. 

• Seating. Rest areas are located by the pools for reflection and solitude.  

Baller, Christian  
Bloomfield, Charles III 
Briggs, John  
Brown, Dan  
Brown, John Mac  
Brownfield, Donald R. 
Brownfield, Gary L.  
Campbell, Marvin E.  
Capoeman, Donald L.  
Capoeman, Vernon  
Cheeka, Cecil P.  
Clapanhoo, Edward E.N. 
Dailey, Ronald L.  
Elam, Sallee G.Rankin  
Fletcher, Harry A.  
James, Robert Jan  
Johns, Delwin C. Jr.  
Johns, Richard Sr.  
Kenyon, Kimble  
Krise, Darrel  
Krise, John E.  



Site Development 
Plan





2007 Capital Campaign
Financial Feasibility Study. In March 2007, a financial feasibility study determined our readiness for 
a capital campaign. The study, based on Tribal Council discussion and a sampling of tribal members and friends, 
indicated broad support for such a campaign. 

Campaign Goal. The goal of this campaign is to raise an additional $350,000 in-kind and cash donations that 
will allow us to build the memorial and celebrate its opening on November 5, 2007, Native American Veterans Day. 

Pledge Fulfillment. People who pledge cash to this campaign may pay their pledge by October 2007. 
People who pledge in-kind goods and services to this campaign will work with coordinators to meet the June-
September 2007 construction schedule. 

Related Programs
• Brave Warrior, Squaxin Warrior:  A Squaxin Island museum exhibit

• Squaxin Color/Honor Guards: Squaxin Island tribal veterans who present flags during  
 special events

• Veterans History Project: An archive of oral history interviews coordinated with Timberland  
 Regional Library and the U.S. Library of Congress 

• Squaxin Veterans Data Archive: Service information, photos, stories, and mementos

Our Guarantee of Freedom



Kruger, Pete Sr.  
Lewis, Toby Davie Larry 
Lister, James Tod  
Martin, Dennis L.  
Martin, Phillip E.  
Mason, Joshua Dylan  
Napolean, Francis Jr.  
Newell, Marvin Dale Jr. 
Parker, Glen W.  
Penn, William  
Peters, William B.  
Peters, Calvin J.  
Peters, Rick K.  
Peters, Steve  
Peters, William Ray  
Pleines, Rusty  
Reeves, Dean Jr.  
Saeger, Mishell M.  
Seymour, Dave  
Seymour, Joseph H. Jr. 
Seymour, Joseph H. Sr. 
Seymour, Jonella A.  
Sigo, Dennis  

You Can Help
With your support, we can do it! These donations will be appropriately 
acknowledged on the grounds of the memorial.

GivinG LeveLs      
     
One Star Level    Donations of $100 to $499  
   

Two Star Level    Donations of $500 to $2,499  
   

Three Star Level   Donations of $2,500 to 9,999  
   

Four Star Level    Donations of $10,000 to $24,999 

Five Star Level    Donations over $25,000   
  
     



The Sa-Heh-Wa-Mish ancestors of the Squaxin 
Island tribe have a story of a man of impor-
tance. The story is about a warrior whose name 
was Qawila’s (Ka-wi-las). He was a tribal man 
noted for being brave and strong. Qawila’s came 
from the village site at the mouth of the creek 
in northern Case Inlet.This area was inhabited 
by the band of Sqauwksin-wa-mish, also ances-
tors of the present-day Squaxin Island Tribe. 
 “Long, long ago, the Kwakiutl people 
from way up north raided the people down 

here. All the tribes down here they raided and bothered. Nobody could 
catch them. They traveled only at night and hauled their canoes up 
in the woods and rested in the daytime. They took many women and 
slaves from all the people around here, and at last everybody got tired 
of those Kwakiutl coming and raiding them.”
 War men of the Nisqually, Sa-Heh-Wa-Mish, Snohomish, 
Skagit, Suquamish, Dungeness, Lummi, Cowlitz, and Skykomish met 
at Nisqually to decide what to do about these raiders who were taking 
their children, wives, and slaves. These men were so angry and tired of 
losing their people that they were ready to die fighting rather than have 
any more raids on their villages.
 The warriors made battle plans. Canoes, weapons for 
warfare, strong young men were all called upon. Preparations for battle 
were being made . . .  exhibiting battle moves and performing ceremo-
nies of bathing and scrubbing with cedar sprigs by the warrior society. 
Power songs were sung to get ready for the fight. These were songs that 
gave strength during battle. They were songs of spirit helpers such as 
the eagle, the bear, or the cougar.
 Clamons were brought out for battle. These were very thick, 
thigh-length armor vests made of elkhide. The weapons consisted of 
arrows that had poison on the tips, bows, spears, war clubs, and paddles 
carved to be deadly in battle.
 “Kitsap was the best talker of that group. He lived by the 
water and he knew how to act on the water. Kitsap said, ‘You line up 
the canoes, side by side now. We are ready to go. This my power says 
to me,  ‘You will not die! You are coming back safe!’ Qawila’s got up 
before the people and said, ‘My power says I’m not going to die! I’m 
coming out safe!’ And now that’s all, those two men stand up and talk, 
and then everybody makes ready to go.”

 Two hundred canoes filled with ten to twelve men each from 
the Puget Sound region were sent to retaliate by raiding the Kwakiutl. 
 The battle took place in the narrows of northern Vancouver 
Island. Warriors from both war parties darkened the sky with arrows. 
There was the sound of splintering wood as canoes were rammed by the 
speed of the young warriors pulling with all their might. Seasoned war-
riors fought with short spears or war clubs. The sound of battle filled 
the marine waterways.
 When a canoe was split in two, the Kwakiutl stopped shoot-
ing and tried to save themselves. The Sound warriors shot them or 
clubbed them in the water.  A lot of people were wounded, killed, or 
died trying to swim. The battle continued until there were no more 
weapons left and some of the best warriors were lost. Both sides suffered 
great losses. Only a few men were left from both sides to go home to 
their villages and tell of the battle.
 Qawila’s was one who was shot and went overboard. His 
canoe was smashed to pieces. It took days before news of the battle 
reached the father of Qawila’s. His blind old father sat down and cried, 
“Oh my son! I don’t think he is dead! I taught him to get war power 
and I think that he didn’t die!” Every day Qawila’s father wished,  
“I wish I could see my son again! He’s got strong power and I don’t 
think he died. I hope I see my son again!”
 Word came from the Klallam people that Qawila’s was alive! 
Qawila’s father, the old man, cried, “Oh good! Good! Good! I’ve always 
said, every day, that my son is still living!”
 Although Qawila’s and his men from the village of Sa-Heh-
Wa-Mish lost their canoe in battle, many of their men swam 
for survival. They found an old buoyant snag, large enough to ride
 the marine tide, the strong one that comes from Victoria toward 
Dungeness Spit.
 “Dungeness people, trolling off the spit, saw something. 
‘What is that on the snag?’ And the Klallam paddle out to see what that 
is. Now those Sa-Heh-Wa-Mish men can’t speak and they are 
not paddling any more. They are just going with the tide now. 
The Klallam put them in their canoe and ask them, ‘What are your 
names?’ And one of them whispered, ‘Qawila’s.’ Their legs where they 
have been riding that snag are all raw, all the skin is off the inside of 
their legs where they been riding that snag.”
 A big feast was given to the surviving warriors by the Klallam 
people. Canoes were sent to the villages of the warriors to bring them 
to the honor feast. There was good food and the story of the battle was 
told by the warriors. Gifts were given to honor them for protecting 
their people.

Qawila’s the Warrior

By Charlene Krise with excerpts from The Twana Narratives, Native Historical 
Accounts of Coast Salish Culture by William W. Elmendorf

Our Promise for a Bright Future



Andrea Marie Wilbur-Sigo
Andrea Wilbur-Sigo has been contracted to create the art pieces for our 
memorial.  She is a member of the Squaxin Island Tribe and the great-great 
granddaughter of Henry Allen who was the major historical and cultural 
informant for an ethnographic study of the Twana people. 

Andrea is the first known woman carver of many generations of carvers.  
She grew up with many types of art around her. Andrea creates magnificant
bentwood boxes, masks, panels, button blankets, and baskets. She often 
collaborates with other well-known master carvers such as Loren White, Susan 
Point, Ed Archie Noisecat, David Boxely, Pete Peterson, Joe and George David, 
Dempsey Bob, and Art Oomituk. 

AwArds

USA 2002 Representative
Winter Olympics, Salt Lake City, Utah
         
Artist of the Month, May 2002
Dept. Of Interior Building, Washington, D.C.

2006 Best of Show & People’s Choice
“In the Spirit” First Annual NW Native Art Festival, 
WA State History Museum, Tacoma, WA

First Place
Heard Museum Native Art Show, 
Phoeniz, AZ

Snipper, Brent Donald 
Stephens, Gail Marie  
Whitener, John Brady  
Whitener, Dave W. Sr.  
Whitener, Donald E.  
Whitener, Robert W. Sr.  
Whitener, Ronald Andrew  

Deceased Veterans 
Bagley, John  
Brown, Dan Sr.  
Brown, Edward B  
Brown, Henry P.   
Brown, Joe  
Cooper, Francis Sr.  
Fletcher, Wesley Curtis  
Henry, Edward N.  
Johns, Lloyd  
Johnson, Robert B.  
Johnson, Bruce Allen  
Krise, Delbert  
Krise, Frank  
Krise, Harvey L., Jr.  
Krise, Harvey Sr.  
Krise, James E.  
Krise, John Sr.  
Lewis, Alfred Lincoln  
Martin, Arthur  
Napoleon, Lewis R.  
Napoleon, Melvin  
Parker, Levi  
Parker, Vernon W.  
Peters, Raymond  
Sigo, Dewey  
Whitener, Donald K.  
Whitener, Joseph Lee  
Whitener, Wilson W.  



Contact
Glen Parker (360) 426-1755
Bob Whitener, Sr. (360) 426-3236

w w w . s q u a x i n i s l a n d m u s e u m . o r g / v e t e r a n s 


